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Steps To A PhD Degree  



Transition Phase

 Entering graduate studies requires a phase
transition in comparison to undergraduate studies.
It may be analogous to the phase transition
encountered when moving from high-school to
undergraduate studies. Whereas undergraduate
studies focus on study of what is known, the focus
of graduate studies is on the study of the
unknown. The latter is called research



 How to study the unknown?:

 Indeed there could be no definite answers,
only a few suggested attitudes and even they
may not be universally valid. I would suggest
to cherish truth, be patient (especially with
yourself), follow your feelings, and avoid
prejudging.



 Entering a student-advisor relationship:

Typically (but not always), a student-advisor relationship plays an
important role in the first stages of the research. Since such a
relationship is quite intimate, one should not commit to it without
proper two-sided "examination" (in the sense of each of the parties
seeing that the other is suitable for him/her).



 PhD students should have knowledge about various area of their Major.
So, first 2 years you will be taking variety of courses (Diversity
courses). You will do this at the same time you are doing the next
step:

 Find a supervising professor and identify a research area (but not a
specific topic at this point). In consultation with your advisor, choose
three courses (in addition to your diversity course). Choose courses
designed to prepare you for the research you plan to do.

 Schedule a Research Preparation Exam.
 Submit a Research Qualification (RQ) Document to the Graduate Office.

In the RQ document, the student:
◦ Provides evidence of satisfying the background requirements
◦ Submits coursework (5 Diversity courses completed and 3 Depth courses, some

of which may remain to be taken) with satisfaction of the GPA requirements
◦ Provides evidence of completing the Research Preparation Exam
◦ Formalizes dissertation advisor(s)

 The RQ document must be filled by the end of the 3rd year in the PhD 
program.



 Become PhD Candidate 
◦ With the assistance of your supervising professor, select a committee.
◦ The Graduate Adviser must approve your committee prior to making final 

committee plans
◦ Select a date and time when all committee members can be present for the 

proposal.
◦ Pass the proposal exam.
◦ After passing your proposal exam, you will need to complete 

an Application for Candidacy
 Schedule and Pass the Final Defense 

◦ At least 4 members of the 5+ member committee must be present. Non-
attending members must provide written explanation for their absence 
and must agree to read and comment on the dissertation by the time of 
the defense.

 Submit the Dissertation to the Graduate School.



 PhD Graduation Timetable
 Milestone

 Time Since Admission USA              UK, Malaysia “FR”
 Completion of diversity courses 1.5 – 2 years     1-1.5 years (Proposal+3 Depth 

courses)
 Submission of RQ proposal        2 – 2.5 years
 Admission to candidacy            2.5 – 3.5 years   1-2 years
 Dissertation defense                 3 – 5 years          2-4 years

 Timeline and procedure will vary between universities, but above listed
steps will give an overall idea about completing PhD and time required
to complete Doctorate degree. You can apply for PhD right after
Bachelors degree (B.E., BSc or B.S.). You maybe be required to take
additional coursework during first 2 years.



 To get any offer latter (OL) from aboard
universities you need to follow university
requirements as per Online admission and
/or filling application forms along with RR,
FR, TOFEL, ILTES score and academic
certificates to show your stand step for your
study. After getting such OL you can proceed
towards opening your file within your
university and MOHE as well. This step
generally takes about 3-5 months along with
Visa process from now.



 Timetable for UK universities 

 PhD in UK universities is by research. 

 3 years for research 

 4th year : writing-up year 

 Take into consideration that the submission 
and viva processes might take a long time.

 Viva  

 Corrections after submission 

 Final submission 



 After opening your file within the MOHE you
can get the letter for study on leave from it
and then you can fly to the aboard university
and start your Millstone steps towards the
PhD Degree.

 Some Proposed Universities from USA:
Michigan, Georgia , Central Florida, Texas
and Maryland.

 Some Proposed Universities from UK: Leeds,
Birmingham (UB), Manchester and Sheffield.

 Some proposed Malaysian Universities: UM,
USM, UPM,UNITEN, UTM and PETRONAS.



 Some Proposed  Universities from Germany:

 ايرلنكن،فرايبرك نورنمبيرك،ماربورك

 Some Proposed  Universities from Canada:

 ، Toronto, Waterloo, ،Calgary, Ottawa



 After opening your file within the MOHE you
can get the letter for study on leave from it
and then you can fly to the aboard university
and start your Millstone steps towards the
PhD Degree.













































































الدائرة الثقافية في لندن

الاستاذ الدكتور باقر عبد الرسول الهاشمي: المستشار الثقافي  -

 00447950815553: الهاتف النقال -

 00442075818652: الهاتف الارضي -

00442075811038: رقم الفاكس -

: الموقع الالكتروني  - www.iraqiculturalattache.org.uk

:البريد الالكتروني - Londonculturalaloffice@yahoo.co.uk office@iraqiculturalattache.org.uk

: عنوان الدائرة الثقافية  - Iraq Cultural Attache 20 Queens Gate, London SW7 5JE ,UK

الدائرة الثقافية في واشنطن

الاستاذ الدكتور عبد الهادي الخليلي: المستشار  -

 0012029862899: الهاتف الارضي  -

 0013017176860: الهاتف النقال -

0012029862291: رقم الفاكس  -

: الموقع الالكتروني  - www.iraqiculture-usa.org

: الايميل - Iraq_cultural_attache   @ yahoo. com

: الايميل الخاص بطلبة الدراسات - Iraq.students.usa@gmail.com

R street NW suite220 Washington DC,20009 1638: عنوان الدائرة الثقافية  -

http://www.iraqiculturalattache.org.uk/
mailto:office@iraqiculturalattache.org.uk
http://www.iraqiculture-usa.org/
http://www.iraqiculture-usa.org/
http://www.iraqiculture-usa.org/
mailto:Iraq.students.usa@gmail.com


 الدائرة الثقافية في كندا
الاستاذ الدكتور محمد رؤوف عبد القادر: المستشار الثقافي  -

 0016133017744: الهاتف النقال -

 0016135657744: الهاتف الارضي -

0016135657445: رقم الفاكس -
: /الموقع الالكتروني  - www. iraqembassy.ca/eng/CulturalOffice/index.html

: البريد الالكتروني - Cultural@iraqembassy.ca
Albert Street, Suite 203 Ottawa, On, Canada KIP 280: عنوان الدائرة الثقافية  -  5 G8

الدائرة الثقافية في ماليزيا

الاستاذ الدكتور سعد علي الطعان: المستشار الثقافي -

  0060193473565: الهاتف النقال --

  0060321630741: الهاتف الارضي -

0060321630742: رقم الفاكس -
www.iraqculturalattache.webs.com: الموقع الالكتروني  -
Culturalofficemalaysia@yahoo.com: البريد الالكتروني -
Suite 5.07 north block Ampwalk: عنوان الدائرة الثقافية  - mall 218 Jalan Ampang 

50450 Kuala Lumpur Malaysi

mailto:Cultural@iraqembassy.ca
http://www.iraqculturalattache.webs.com/
mailto:Culturalofficemalaysia@yahoo.com


 Thanks for Your Attentions


